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Report from the Board 

Dear Friends,  

     In March of this year, the Campus Edge board members were 
anxious, as Brenda was expecting her baby any day, and we had not 
yet found an assistant pastor to keep the ministry going during her 
maternity leave. Fortunately, the Lord saw to it that all things 
worked out. By the end of April, Brenda was home with her new 
daughter, Lydia Willemijn. Jessica Fox, an alumna of Campus Edge 
who had just finished her Ph.D. in linguistics, stepped in as assistant 
pastor and had a program in place for the summer. We should have 
remembered the Biblical injunction not to worry.  

     By the beginning of the academic year Brenda was back to her 
pastoral duties, and the Campus Edge program of Bible studies, pub 
theology, social events, and all the rest was underway again. This 
fall it has been our privilege as Board members to hear on a regular 
basis what the Lord, through Brenda, is doing for the graduate 
students of MSU, and to feel that we play a small part in reaching 

out to people who are struggling with faith and academics.  

     This fall we invited Campus Edge alumni to join other supporters 
of Campus Edge in prayerfully considering including Campus Edge 
in your giving plans. Your gifts help us continue to minister to 
graduate students who are doubtless experiencing challenges 
similar to those experienced by alumni during your years at MSU.  

      And we wish all the friends of Campus Edge a joyous Christmas 

season.                 

-Jeff Biddle, Campus Edge Fellowship Board President 

The God who I see 
     In Genesis 16, Hagar names God, ‘The 
God who sees me,’ because she has now 
seen the one who sees her. God had 
found her in the desert and told her that 
she would give birth to a fiercely 
independent son, a son who would be 
called Ishmael, meaning God hears. As 
the text does not indicate that Hagar had 
asked for anything specific from God, it 
appears that God heard her desires 
before she even voiced them. It is no 
wonder that she feels both seen by God 
and that she has seen God. 
     The God who sees me is a powerful 
image of God, an image that I sometimes 
wish was more part of our own 
relationships with God. Students have 
noted that despite knowing that we can 
pray to God and read the Bible, God 
often seems absent. In the stress of grad 
school, everyday life sometimes lacks the 
wonder and expectation that God does 
see me, that God hears, and that I will 
see God. 
     What would happen if we trusted that 
God hears our desires before we voice 
them? If we expected to see God more 
often? The Reformed tradition believes 
that God is already present and working 
at the university; this passage challenges 
us to develop eyes to see that.  

 

 
Some of the Leadership team: 

Allison, Brenda and Joshua 

  
Pastor’s Report 

There have been many good conversations about faith this semester. 
A lot of them have been connected to our study on different 
metaphors for God, which was based on Lauren Winner's book 
Wearing God. Pondering our experience with things that are part of 
our everyday life, like clothing and smell, challenged us to see God 
anew and understand better how the Bible talks about God: after all, 
what does it mean to put on Christ? Understanding God more fully 
also allows us to be a better community, as it helps us to know God’s 
grace better and extend it to ourselves and others. This grace is 
especially needed when we encounter the challenges and inevitable 

failures that are part of graduate and professional school. 

During the summer, Jess led a study on a book series called All of the 
Ideas Living in My Head by Don Everts. Some of the questions that 
this book study prompted our group to wrestle with were: Can there 
be true tolerance in a pluralistic society? Does the Bible communicate 
the same message to all people at all times? What is evil, and why 
does it exist in our world? In other words, how do we think about 
(and by extension, live out) faith in a world with few easy answers;   

(Continued on back page) 

 

Lydia on the annual CEF ArtPrize 
trip in September. 



 

 

Contact Us! 

Web: http://campusedgemsu.com 

Email: info@campusedgemsu.org 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/campus.edge.71 

CEF Board Members 

Jeff Biddle, Marcie Durso, Steve Roels, 

Kristen Hintz, Beth DeBoe, Allison 

Young, Rob Templeman, Dirk Oudman  

 
Campus Edge Fellowship is a Christian organization that exists to provide support, solidarity, and fellowship to the 

graduate students and professional academic community of Michigan State University. In the spirit of intellectual inquiry, 

we seek to address deep questions of spirituality, faith, and an understanding of God. 

 

 

 

Personal  
Update 

It was good to be  
back at Campus  
Edge this past 

semester. My  
maternity leave,  
both my absence  

and return,  

reminded me of  
how much I love 

what I do. The  
leave also helped 

Matthijs, Lydia,  
and I adjust to being a family of three. Lydia is a cheerful 
child, deeply curious about the world around her. Matthijs 
is surviving his second year of the political science PhD 
program (in grad school terms that means he's actually 
doing pretty well). I'm further behind on my PhD 
dissertation than I'd like to be but I am learning to keep 
returning to it, while also recognizing that my limited focus 
on it are due to good distractions: work that I love and 
enjoying getting to know the little person God has blessed 
us with. As long as I finish my PhD before Matthijs does I'll 
be happy! We also finally bought a house – the timing was 
perfect for us to be able to purchase the house that Alissa 
and Jake Baker, former CEF board president, had put so 
much work and care into.         - Brenda 

 

  

how can we better love God (and others) with all of our 
hearts, souls, and minds? The pub theology evenings 
focused on such topics as faith and media, 
sexuality/relationships, faith and metaphor, evangelism, 
and prayer. The pub theology environment has been 
particularly welcoming to those who have questions and 
desire honest, safe, and engaging dialogue. 

Campus Edge has about 25 active participants and 20 
people who are peripherally involved. The number of 
those involved in the ministry is down a bit, which is a 
trend that seems to hold for other campus ministries, 
both at MSU and further away. Unfortunately, this is not 
because less people are struggling with faith and graduate 
school. So, if people are not coming to the campus 
ministries, how can we go out and minister to those who 
long for a welcoming community where they can ask 
difficult questions about God and faith? This is something 
we'd like to focus on in the coming season. We'd also love 
to have a second part-time staff person alongside of me, 
in the hopes that this would allow us to better reach more 
people and allow us to expand the work of Campus Edge 
to reach out to faculty and staff, as they, too, struggle 
with knowing how their faith and academic setting relate. 
Your prayers and support related to this – and to all the 
efforts of Campus Edge – are appreciated tremendously. 

Brenda Kronemeijer-Heyink, Pastor Campus Edge Fellowship 

    The deeper one gets involved in one’s discipline, the more one is shaped by that discipline: you could say that 
each discipline disciples a person into a certain way of being and thinking. This then affects one’s faith, as these 
ways of being and thinking affect one’s relationship with others and God. It is thus important that we at Campus 
Edge ponder the relationship between faith and discipline on a regular basis. The following are some of the 
insights that those participating in our most recent conversation on this topic came up with.  

Integrating one's faith and one's discipline 
  

    Scientists, who are taught to question everything and accept 
as true only things that can be proven, often question the 
validity of their faith and Christian beliefs – because how can 
one prove that it is true? Musicians (and artists) question the 
validity of their faith for a very different reason: having been 
taught the validity of each person’s experience, the question 
arises of how we can accept that Christian beliefs and my faith 
is more true than someone else’s faith or beliefs. For those in 
professional programs, one’s questions about faith and beliefs 
are less likely to be intellectual and instead are often very 
practical: what does faith and belief look like in the presence 
of suffering and death and the ugly side of human beings? 
     Knowing the tendencies of one’s discipline helps one to 
recognize and understand one’s faith questions better. It also 
helps those of us supporting (other) graduate and professional 
students, as we recognize the crises of faith that are likely to 
happen. We can trust that God will be present in the midst of 
the questions and can thus be hopeful that people will grow in 

their understanding of God and their own discipline. 
     We can also rejoice in how growing to love one’s discipline 
can help one grow to love God more. Many doctors and 
veterinarians can delight in how the discoveries of medical 
science allows them to help others. Many scientists appreciate 
God better on account of the wonders they discover in 
creation. Many musicians become closer to God through 
music. Many academics understand their own assumptions 
about the world, God, and others through being forced to 
identify the assumptions that those in their own discipline 
make about the same things.  

 

 

How can you support Campus Edge? 

• - PRAY: Give thanks for what God has been 
doing with Campus Edge, ask for wisdom as we 
minister, and pray for the challenges that 
students face. 

• - DONATE: A significant amount of our budget is 
made possible through individual donations. 
Donations can be mailed to 1509 River Terrace 
Drive, East Lansing, MI 48823 or made online via 
our website (www.campusedgemsu.com).   

• - VOLUNTEER: We are always looking for help 
with meals or desserts for our studies. 

• - ATTEND: Join us for our weekly meal or for Pub 
Theology on Tuesday evenings. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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