
Dear Friends, 

December is a busy time for the graduate and professional students of MSU, 
whether they are preparing for final exams, getting ready to defend theses 
or dissertations, or just pushing forward day after day on their research. And 
in the background, the decorations and celebrations associated with the 
Christmas season multiply. No doubt some students regard Christmas as do 
we on the Campus Edge Board – a time to remember with joy God’s great 
gift of love, His coming to live among us. And they wish they had a better 
understanding of God, and of the meaning and implications of His actions. 
Others are not so sure that the events we celebrate at Christmas really 
happened as we think they did or mean what we think they mean. We are 
grateful that Brenda has made Campus Edge Fellowship a place where both 
types of students can feel welcome and can take a break among friends from 
the demands of their disciplinary studies to talk about the spiritual questions 
that they sometimes find creeping into their minds. 

It has been an interesting semester at the Campus Edge, with Bible studies 
on the parables of Jesus and Pub Theology discussions on a variety of 
intriguing topics. There was also the annual trip to Art Prize in Grand Rapids, 
and the annual Halloween party. And for part of the semester, Campus Edge 
hosted an early morning, on campus, outdoor Communion service. 

Earlier this month, the Board organized a “Farm to Pizza” fund raiser, for 
which one of our Board members (Dirk Oudman) and his wife Kjersten (a 
Campus Edge Alumna), put their knowledge of local agriculture and their 
cooking skills to work to prepare pizzas using locally grown ingredients. 
The event was a big success, and we are grateful to those who showed 
up to support Campus Edge by collectively consuming over 40 of Dirk’s 
and Kjersten’s unique and freshly made pizzas. Campus Edge depends on 
fundraisers like this to help support and expand its mission to the MSU 
campus. Other ways of supporting the mission can be found on our website 
(https://campusedgemsu.com/donate/). I ask you to prayerfully consider 
giving to Campus Edge in the coming year and wish you a joyous Christmas 
season. 

Jeff Biddle, Campus Edge Fellowship Board President 
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Christian Courier, a Canadian periodical, 
published an article by Meghan Kort on how 
to love the grad student in your life (bit.
ly/2QCbBID). She provides wisdom about “how 
churches, families, and friends can show more 
love when we encounter stressed-out grad 
students in our lives.” The following are some 
helpful tips that she provides that can help 
you reach out to, encourage, and love the grad 
students that you encounter.

1.  Asking what they’re going to do when they 
graduate is unhelpful because “life rarely moves 
as planned.” They know that there’s probably 
not a huge niche for their expertise “but they 
are working on figuring out how their God-given 
curiosities fit into the larger questions that run 
this world.”

2.  Helpful question: “Your research sounds 
really specific/interesting/unique. What led you 
to this area of study?” While you might have 
little connection to their specific topic, you are 
actually likely to have connections with how and 
why they came to study that topic.

3.   Not so helpful questions: “How is your 
thesis going?” or “When will you be finished?” 
A variation of these questions are found in PhD 
comic’s on what accounts for bad manners in 
grad school (bit.ly/2EAfmb8). Better questions 
might be “How was your week? Have you been 
reading anything interesting lately? What parts 
of your research/writing/teaching do you find 
most energizing?”

Hopefully this will help you have good 
conversations!

At Campus Edge, we’ve been practicing arguing well: listening to each other 
and challenging each other to understand how theology affects complicated 
topics, like politics and origins, sexuality and technology. We’d love to have 
others join us, especially as we’re lacking a bit of diversity in views because 
of age and experience. We meet Tuesday evenings during the semester 
at 8:30 at the Peanut Barrel in East Lansing, and the only requirement 
to attend is a willingness to listen to others and articulate one’s own 
perspective. 

Loving the grad student in your life

Join us as we practice arguing well!

Blessing in DisguiseBrenda and Lydia



Looking back over this past semester, I’m deeply 
thankful for the insightful conversations about 
the Bible and other spiritual topics we’ve had 
at our studies and pub theology. Although 
numbers have been a bit low (about 20 people), 
I’ve been thankful for the relationships I’ve 
developed with those who come regularly. 
We’ve all grown deeper in understanding how 
we might serve God faithfully now and in the 
future, both in our disciplines and our lives.

I’m also excited that we’ve tried a couple of 
new initiatives this semester: first, we hosted 
Wine Before Breakfast, a brief service of 
communion at 7:33 on Wednesday mornings 
for most of October and November. We joined 
with University Lutheran Campus Ministry, 
and hopefully we’ll be able to do something 
similar together during Lent (albeit a bit later 
in the day)! I’ve also been able to participate 
in (and co-organize) a prayer group for faculty 
and staff. It’s been encouraging that there are 
regularly 10+ people there who clearly care 
about students, the university, and are following 
God faithfully. I was encouraged by our recent 
conversation about how to show compassion to 
students, especially when so many people are 
absurdly busy, many struggle with mental health 
issues, and the university focuses more on rules 
than on grace. Yet, all of us want to be seen 
and heard, whether student, staff, or faculty. 
Compassion can be shown in different ways: a 
gracious email after a bad grade, being present 
before or after class for extra questions (or with 
colleagues), an offer to pray for students (right 
now!), or simply listening to someone’s story in 
order to understand the need and together find 
resolutions that are compassionate and good. 

Thank you for all your support of what we do, 
especially your prayers for the students and 
faculty. Pray especially that people who are 
struggling with faith would find Campus Edge.

Brenda Kronemeijer-Heyink, Campus Pastor

Web: http://campusedgemsu.com

Email: info@campusedgemsu.org

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
campus.edge.71

Pastor’s Report

Campus Edge Fellowship is a Christian organization that exists to provide support, solidarity, and fellowship to the graduate 
students and professional academic community of Michigan State University. In the spirit of intellectual inquiry, we seek to 

address deep questions of spirituality, faith, and an understanding of God.

Jesus’ teachings tended to make people upset. Nothing quite gets people as 
upset as challenging them about money and self-importance. The parable of 
the laborers in the vineyard (Matthew 20) does just that.

The traditional understanding of this parable focuses on grace: like the 
day’s wage that each person is paid at the end of the day, all those who 
believe are given salvation (irrelevant of how long they have been doing 
kingdom work). Despite the good in being reminded about God’s extensive 
grace, this is not a surprising message, especially not for those familiar with 
Paul’s letters. Furthermore, grace does not fully explain the ending of the 
parable where the landowner basically tells the ‘early’ workers to get over 
themselves.

Looking at the context, we see that the text surrounding the passage 
doesn’t give the best picture of the disciples: they rebuke the people 
bringing children to Jesus, they ask what they’ll earn because they’ve given 
up everything to follow Jesus, and then two of them ask to sit at Jesus’ 
right and left in the kingdom (and the others get upset at their audacity). 
The parable then rebukes the self-importance and entitlement of the 
disciples, something that many of us ‘older’ Christians also tend to have. 
The challenge to the hearers of this parable is thus: “Why do we find it so 
difficult to rejoice over the good that enters other people’s lives, and why do 
we spend our time calculating how we have been cheated? . . . Even while 
we speak of justice, none of us is satisfied with average. We always think we 
deserve a little more.” Snodgrass, Stories with Intent, 378.

As the text surrounding this parable also talks a lot about money and our 
desire to get what we deserve, it is also important to wonder what the 
strange economics in the parable might have to say to us today. Amy-Jill 
Levine does a great job of pointing out how the justice portrayed in this 
parable is not only of eternity but also of everyday life: “the point is not 
that those who have ‘get more,’ but that those who have not ‘get enough. . 
. . If the householder can afford it, he should continue to put others on the 
payroll, pay them a living wage (even if they cannot put in a full day’s work), 
and so allow them to feed their families while keeping their dignity intact. 
The point is practical, it is edgy, and it a greater challenge to the church then 
and today than the entirely unsurprising idea that God’s concern is that we 
enter, not when.”  Levine, Short Stories by Jesus, 213, 218

So maybe it is about money?
Decorating for Halloween

Welcome BBQ

HOW CAN YOU SUPPORT CAMPUS EDGE?

CONTACT US!

CEF BOARD MEMBERS

PRAY:

VOLUNTEER

DONATE

ATTEND

Give thanks for what God has been doing 
with Campus Edge, ask for wisdom as we 
minister, and pray for the challenges that 

students face.

We are always looking for help with meals 
for our studies.

A significant amount of our budget 
is made possible through individual 

donations. Donations can be mailed to 
1509 River Terrace Drive, East Lansing, 

MI 48823 or made online via our website 
(www.campusedgemsu.com).

 Join us for our weekly meal or for Pub 
Theology on Tuesday evenings.

Jeff Biddle, Marcie Durso, Kristen 
Hintz, Beth DeBoe, Allison Young, 

and Rob Tempelman


